[Assessment of Occupational Problems in Neurological Rehabilitation].
Introduction: The so-called Würzburg Screening (WS) is recommended for assessing occupational problems among rehabilitation patients. However, it is unclear whether it can be used in neurological rehabilitation. Data of the WS as well as of a medical opinion of occupational problems (both assessed at the beginning of rehabilitation) was compared with prognoses of occupation at the end of rehabilitation. Methods: Data of 347 neurological post-acute rehabilitation patients were analyzed. Data of the WS as well as of a medical opinion of occupational problems (both assessed at the beginning of rehabilitation) was compared with prognoses of occupation at the end of rehabilitation. Results: The sensitivity of the WS to predict poor occupational outcome was 61.5 % while its specificity was 59.4 %. When combined with medical opinion, its sensitivity was higher (75 %) with a specificity of only 50.9 %. Regarding the prediction of further need for rehabilitation, the WS had a sensitivity of 56.3 % and specificity 76.4 %. Combined with the medical assessment, the sensitivity increased to 76.5 %, whereas the specificity was slightly lower with 76,1 %. Conclusion: Neither the WS alone nor the combination with a medical assessment allows valid prognoses of occupational problems and further rehabilitation needs at the beginning of rehabilitation. This suggests that the validity of the WS, which has been demonstrated for other indications, does not simply apply to neurological rehabilitation. Further studies are necessary to determine the validity of this scale.